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Water channels were identified as molecules to
facilitate water transport driven by osmotic
gradient. @They are named aquaporins
(AQP0-AQPI12 in human). Aquaporins were
divided into two subgroups: water-selective and
glycerol-permeable. Studies in knock-out mice
and defective humans revealed importance and
dispensability of aquaporins. Four aquaporins
(AQPO, 1, 2, 3, and 7) are found to be absent in
some humans. Channelopathies of aquaporins
and diseases secondary to aquaporin dysfunction
should be established in the near future.
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